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Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
As I mentioned in my sermon a few weeks ago, my family has spent a lot of time over the past
couple of years reclaiming our yard from years of neglect and poor decisions. Early in that process, I
bought a small shed – too small a shed, but that’s a story for another day. Next to the shed, we created a
small compost pile. Everything I know about composting, I learned from an episode of Curious
George, so we’ve never really done the composting thing correctly. Still, the great thing about
composting is that it is less about human intellect and more about God’s gift of air, microorganisms, and
worms.
For those who maybe don’t know, composting is
the process by which organic material is broken down
into rich fertilizer. Our pile is made up of leaves, grass
clippings, onion skins, and watermelon rinds. The
little beasties eat the organic material, and excrete
nutrient rich compost that can be used to support the
growth of new plants: flowers, fruits, and vegetables.
As I said, we’ve not done anything right, or even much
of anything intentionally with this compost pile, so
we’re not reaping its full potential benefits.
Over the last week, however, we’ve been
rewarded with a volunteer pumpkin plant sprouting out
of the heap. It seems as though, as last year’s
Halloween pumpkins broke down in the pile, a few
seeds actually germinated and are feeding on the rich
soil. With several flowers already in bloom, we have
the potential to supply our own jack-o-lanterns this
year. This pumpkin plant sprouting from what is
essentially a pile of garbage struck me as an apt
metaphor for what life amidst the COVID.
As we got ready for worship on Sunday, July 26th, Deacon Kellie mentioned that it was our 20th
Sunday of Church at Home. In those twenty weeks, we’ve watched as the restrictions put in place
caused the virus to ebb, only to have it surge back with a vengeance here lately. In the process, while
everything is seemingly out of our control, it can feel like we’re sitting in a giant pile of worm poop.
The pumpkin plant in our compost heap gives me hope, however. God can, and does, bring new life out
of hardship. God will bring beautiful growth even amidst this ongoing pandemic. In fact, it is already
happening. Keep your eyes open.

Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
In the past three years, I have lived a lot of life, but I’ve also lived through a thousand deaths.
Grief has been a near and constant companion for this long, heavy season of my life. I felt it when I
moved across the country two times after two seminary graduations in a year’s time. I felt it when my
oncologist sat kindly on the side of my hospital bed and told me she didn’t know if what was going on
was something life-altering or something life-ending. I felt it when I got overemotional about my
Chaco having to be cut off as the ER doc was trying to save my pulse-less foot after I shattered my leg
in a freak accident. I felt it as I watched my father, somehow quickly and slowly at the same time, slip
away as we held vigil in his hospice room.
The rhythm of the waves of grief crashing
the shore of my being are not unfamiliar to me,
and I have gotten very good at recognizing them.
On good days, I even welcome them, for they will
come whether they are welcome or not, so I often
choose to address them tenderly as they crash
through whatever semblance of normal I have
found. The reality of things falling apart just as
soon as a sense of normal returns has been my
home recently, and now, most everyone is here
with me, too.
While, no grief is the same, and as fragile
humans we will grieve the silliest of things with the same force and care that we grieve those things
that are most important for us. What I have seen over the past season as it has unfolded is the rhythm
of the waves of grief, continually crashing upon our communal shores. So, if I can be bold, I’ll offer
this up for the common good.
Settling into the truth of where we are is key to moving through it. Or, to put it more simply, it
is important to admit: I’m not okay. Time after time over the past three years I have had to admit that I
wasn’t okay. That I wasn’t okay emotionally, physically, spiritually . . . grief is not a comfortable place
to be, much less to be made to stand.
So, let me invite you to settle into the truth that what we are going through communally is a
season unlike what many of us have ever gone through before. That when we feel like we are finally
able to stand, and something (or many somethings) comes along and knocks us down again, to know
that it’s important to say that you’re not okay. That things are tough in a way that we don’t know how
to navigate yet; that this is not normal.
And like a canary in a grief coal mine, let me also give rise to a song of hope, of something that
I have learned the good hard way that one learns something when life becomes a wave-battered beach:
you may not be okay, but together we will be.
We will be okay because we will lean upon each other, even as we navigate the next few
months not knowing what will happen. We will let others be tender and kind and compassionate to us
when we are unable to be so to ourselves. We will extend grace further than we once thought we could
for others who we know are facing their own sort of grief waves. We will do so because the only way
to survive is to let others in, and name that we are not okay, all the while holding on to the hope that
someday, together we will be.

VVBS Mission Project

Daughters of the King
The Daughters of the King will next meet on
Sunday, September 13th at 11:45 a.m. in the 12th St lot.
Please bring sack lunch for yourself plus a lawn chair. We will
remain socially distant and masks will be required while not eating.

Episcopal Youth Community
The Episcopal Youth Community will resume meetings on Sundays at 7pm on Zoom for
fellowship and games on August 9th. We will also begin meeting safely in person as soon as
possible.
Join us by dowloading the Zoom app on your device and logging in!
Meeting ID: 912 4807 3737
Password: EYC

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew
invites all men and youth of Christ Church
to join us in service to the church and to the
community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of
each month at 8:00am for fellowship and
sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel
reading. We will meet in the State St. lot or
Moore Hall as weather permits, practicing
social distancing. Please wear a mask &
bring a camp/lawn chair.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, August 1st & 15th.

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Justin Chaffin are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Pastoral Care Meal Ministry
Most of us experience times in our lives when we need a little
help or would appreciate knowing that we are cared for. A
prepared and delivered meal is one expression of love and
caring that many of us are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral
Care Committee would like to organize this effort so that Father
Steve and Mother Becca can offer meals to parishioners in times
of need, such as recovering from surgery or when grieving.
If you would be interested in participating in this ministry or would like to know more, please contact
either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com) or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

The Parish Register
Birthdays
08/01Bob Harrison

08/08Paula Morgan

08/21Doris Love Hunt

08/01Katie Daniels

08/08James Brown

08/21Ed Tivol

08/02Yuko Attaway

08/08Bill Collins Jr.

08/21Josh Stiles

08/02Ann Puckett

08/10Sale Hightower

08/22Teddi Taylor

08/02Hannah Burt

08/11John Parker

08/22Karen Crabtree

08/03H. Harris Pepper Jr.

08/12Hannah Carter

08/23Lucian Hall-Heflin

08/04Winifred Kernohan

08/13Dorian Walker

08/24Carol Barry

08/05David Lee

08/13Shanna Paul

08/24Callie Linden

08/05Sarah Beth McIvor

08/14John Carbin

08/24Billy Adams

08/05Haley Steele

08/14Todd Goodwin

08/25Tim Huston

08/06Marti Harrison

08/14Laura Vilines

08/26Saundra Ardrey

08/06Elaine Walker

08/14Duncan Pattee

08/26Linda Belle Pillow

08/07John Hagaman

08/16Barbara Johnston

08/29Hayden House

08/07Lynne Brown

08/16Bradley Frye

08/30Lara Ellison

08/07Barbara Leet

08/17Ellen Buchanon

08/31Jeff Jensen

08/07Macy Steele

08/17Joe Meng

08/31Jennifer Frye

08/19Carroll Smith

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg
We’d love it if you subscribed to our YouTube channel. You can do so by
clicking here or searching for CECBG on YouTube. Subscription doesn’t
cost anything, and helps us reach more people to Rdiate God’s Love to All!
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things
related to the Diocese. You can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered.
Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey & Becca Kello
Learn
Christian Formation
Linda Mitchell & Adam Tabor
Grow
Congregational Development
Shawn Rhodes &Troy Puckett
Radiate
Fellowship
Gail Brooks, Leonard Edwards,
& Shanna Paul
Radiate
Outreach
Belinda Palmer & Bill Riedel
Radiate
Pastoral Care
Kathy Leonard & Justin Chaffin
Administration
Gary Reimer

