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Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
If at the end of last month it was March 97th, by now it must feel like five years have gone by since we
began this time of physical distancing, following the Governor’s Healthy at Home order and our
Bishop’s Pastoral Directive. I’m sure that all of us are ready for some normalcy, personal connection,
and a haircut, and yet we know that the work of physical distancing is working to flatten the curve and
that flattening the curve means the peak moves further and further out toward the horizon. I know, for
myself, that once Easter Day came and went, it became increasingly difficult to find things to look
forward to.
In the midst of all this, I’ve also come to realize just how Pollyanna I was to believe that one day, we’ll
all just flip a switch and life will be 100% the way it was. I laugh now at my naiveté to think that our
first Sunday of in-person worship would mean 400 people in the Nave with all the trappings of a joyful
Easter celebration. As I read the White House’s three-phased approach to re-opening the economy, I
began to realize that the switch is more a dimmer knob, and that we’ll have to adjust it, back and forth,
many times before we find our way back into something resembling the brightness of noonday.
I spent a lot of time thinking, praying, reading, texting, and talking about what it might look like to reopen Christ Church to in-person worship, and I’m thankful for the ongoing reminder that none of us has
to do this alone and that we are all in this together. As a staff, we’re working in small groups to think of
the particularities of each ministry area, from a physically distance choir to space needs in the nursery;
from EYC events to our continued online presence. Our vestry has been pondering how best to use our
strong financial position to make positive impacts in our community through partnerships with local
non-profit agencies.
On last week’s Diocesan Clergy Zoom meeting, Bishop White and Canon Amy shared that these
conversations are also happening at the diocesan and church-wide levels. The Presiding Bishop has put
together a team of theologians and liturgists to help think through the ramifications of long-term
physical distancing on our sacramental life. Taking the White House’s phased re-opening approach and
applying it to the many and varied contexts of Episcopal congregations, a phased re-opening plan for
congregations also seems to be in the work, with special attention to such questions as “What if a clergy
person is in an ‘at risk’ category?” “How do we use our space effectively in an era of physical
distancing?” As well as considerations for things like temperature checks, quarantine sites, and the
acknowledgement of power dynamics when a priest asks for something that a parishioner might not be
comfortable doing, even if they feel the need to say yes.
As you can see, there are many things to consider as we work our way toward a new normal. Please,
continue to pray for the sick, for front-line medical workers, and essential employees. We mourn those
who have died. We pray fervently for effective treatment plans and a vaccine to be found sooner rather
than later. May God continue to be present to you and bless you in these long days of physical
isolation.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
Being eight weeks into our rhythm of a weekly Morning Prayer, there is a lot that your leadership
are missing about our regular routine. I can only speak for myself, but I miss that first “good
morning!” from the same person who arrives first for the 8:00 service at 7:30 each week. I miss the
way a group of 170 or so folks can be incredibly quiet in a deep moment of prayer, and alternatively,
how we collectively give rise to our songs of praise in a unified voice. I miss giving kids high fives as
we recess out at the end of service, and sharing a donut after worship. But I think the thing that I miss
the most is communion.
I miss communion a lot in part because I see Eucharist as a vital part of my faith and worship.
While I may miss the Eucharist personally, I think one of the things that I am lamenting most is one of
the most sacred acts that I have experienced in my not-quite-three-years as a priest: the act of placing
the body of Christ into hand after hand, each one representing a different gift in the body of Christ. I
miss getting to make eye contact as I make a small sign of the cross with the wafer before I place it in
your hand; I miss the ways in which soft, tender hands reach out in that same way each week, our
muscle memory making choices about how we receive the sacrament without our conscious effort. I
miss the way jangling bracelets and well-manicured hands and calloused, gruff hands, and tiny hands
reaching out from wiggling bodies all say the same thing as one hand is placed upon the other. Each
set of hands saying, “I am in need of something greater than myself.” Each set of hands, no matter the
differences between them, all speak to our shared fragile nature and how we come to this altar in hopes
that we can be more like Jesus by receiving his body and blood.
As Father Steve mentioned in his sermon on the Third Sunday of Easter, we as a clergy team
decided that we would fast from the Eucharist as long as the congregation had to fast from the
Eucharist. I believe that this is wise, if for no other reason that when Kellie, Steve, and I all prayerfully
discern something, it is significant when we are on the same page, precisely because of our differences
of opinion. We have learned very quickly, that by the grace of God, we are stronger because of our
clergy team. As we reflected together on what to do to make Easter Day special and different, a
corporate act of Spiritual Communion quickly rose to the surface.
Borrowing from Forward Movement’s St. Augustine’s Prayerbook, we put together a service of
spiritual communion in line with the prayerbook rubric that if one is unable to consume the sacrament,
the desire to consume coveys the same spiritual blessings.1 As Easter Day approached, I was curious
about how this would be experienced by those few present and those at home. What I hadn’t expected
was how celebrating this service of spiritual communion would affect me in the process. To celebrate
the Eucharist is one of my great joys as a priest, and for me I find that a line from Eucharistic Prayer C
sums up my prayer coming to the altar table, “Deliver us from the presumption of coming to the Table
for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.”2
Being in the presence of the sacrament was a powerful one for me, precisely because I do come
to that altar for solace and pardon, but also for strength and renewal. Although I still desperately miss
communion and communing the people, this act of spiritual communion is a small taste of that great
Easter joy that we all share in together, no matter our circumstances.
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Prayer Walks - Sacred Conversations
Written by Shelley Carter
As most of you know, following the closing of the porch to our friends without homes, the Sacred
Conversations group was discerning next steps. What grew from that process was a desire to know
more about our neighborhood so we invited the parish to participate in neighborhood Prayer Walks.
The walks originated at CEC and each of the four paths extended approximately 1 mile in different
directions. Walkers were instructed to bring intention to the walk and to keep their eyes and hearts
open to signs of hope and signs of need, while praying to understand how God was calling us to be
present to both.
For those of us who participated, we noticed that walking with intention helped us to see things we
had not seen before or to see them in a different way. As our eyes and hearts opened, prayer for our
neighbors came easily, naturally and we began to reimagine ways to love our neighbors. Our final
walk occurred in mid October and we agreed we would resume when temperatures warmed up and
daylight extended.
Spring has sprung and so has COVID-19. We are called to
shelter at home, aside from necessary activity, and to practice
social distancing when we are out. We are gathering in our
own homes for online church, fixing lunch on Wednesdays for
only those in our home, and meeting occasionally on Zoom. I
have heard people ask the question in one form or another
multiple times “What can I do to help?” This reminds me of the
feelings we were having after the porch closed. It was a time
between, a time when things as we knew them had ended, and
we were hoping for a resurrection. The desire to do something
was strong then and it is now. The feelings of helplessness are
comparable.
Social distancing does not allow us to gather at CEC and go out in small groups as we once did.
However, we have the opportunity to see our own neighborhoods in a new way and to use the power
of prayer to recognize what we can do. So take that walk but take it with intention. Use your eyes,
ears, and heart to get to know your neighborhood, then reimagine how your ministry can join God
and your neighbors.
Below is the prayer we used before each prayer walk and a link to additional information regarding
pray walks.
Almighty God, be with us as we walk our neighborhood. Grant us eyes to see deeply
and ear to hear fully; in our walks, draw us near to you and help us to find and to be
found by you. We ask that you help us to see what you celebrate and what gives
you sorrow; direct our hearts, minds, and souls to how we ought to pray for what
we see. And may the Holy Spirit be present in our observations and in our reflections;
all this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For more information, visit: https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/evangelisminitiatives/neighborhoodprayer-walks

Community Outreach News
The following letter was shared with leaders at HOTEL INC, the Salvation Army, and the United
Way. I share it with you in thanksgiving for the generosity of this congregation.

Dear Friends,
At the beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic and the Governor's Safe at Home Executive Order,
many of us, myself included, feared what the suspension of public worship would mean to the
financial considerations of congregations and how the pandemic would impact giving to non-profit
partners who would, no doubt, see increases in the need for their services. At Christ Episcopal
Church, we made the switch to "Church at Home" early, and have found our groove with only a few
technological hiccups. We've also been delighted to see several of our members dig deep and pay
their pledges ahead in order to ensure that our staff can stay employed and our mission to worship
God with joy and wonder, to learn and grow together, and to radiate God's love to all can continue.
As a result of our members' generosity, the Vestry, our Board of Directors, felt comfortable tapping
into some of our reserves in order to support our community partners in their work. Last night, the
Vestry voted unanimously to send $5,000 each to HOTEL INC, the Salvation Army, and the United
Way of Southern Kentucky's COVID19 Crisis Fund to help meet the needs of our most vulnerable
neighbors who are facing significant difficulties in the areas of food and housing insecurity. The
checks are being cut today and should be signed and in the mail no later than tomorrow.
I am proud to serve such a faithful, generous, and dedicated congregation. On behalf of all the
members of Christ Episcopal Church, I send our support, our prayers, and our best wishes to you,
your staff members, and volunteers who are doing the good and difficult work of being God's hands
in the world. May God bless you.
Grace and Peace,
Steve+

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ
Church to join us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month at 8:00am for
fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
We are using the Zoom Teleconference App to meet during thie period
of physical distancing.
Meeting ID: 919 0564 1973
Password: 330448
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, May 2nd & 16th.

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing
that we are cared for. A prepared and delivered
meal is one expression of love and caring that
many of us are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral
Care Committee would like to organize this effort
so that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.
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Pastoral Care Meal Ministry

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

The Episcopal Youth Community is meeting Thursday at 7pm on Zoom for fellowship and
games. Join us by dowloading the Zoom app on your device and logging in!
Meeting ID: 912 4807 3737
Password: EYC

Church Office Availability
Our wonderful Parish Administrator, Vonda Garringer, would like to remind
the parish that the church office is still available, even though it is not
currently open to the public. Vonda is available to answer questions or assist
you Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm. Please don’t hesitate to call
in or stop by (maintaing proper distancing guidelines.)

Cloth Masks For Parishioners
Generous and talented parishioners have joined gifts
to help produce cloth masks. These masks will be
required by the Commonwealth for use in public
areas as of May 11th as we continue to work to slow
the spread of the novel coronavirus. Please check
our Facebook page for updates on pick-up times for
masks. You may also contact Karen@cecbg.com
with questions.

The Parish Register
Birthdays
05/03James Mault

05/12Bill Leonard

05/17Kirk Patton

05/03Sean Stevens

05/12Ellie Shoulders

05/18Katie Cohron

05/03Jacob Stewart

05/12Julia Hightower

05/20Penny Adams

05/04Garrison Kennedy

05/13David Buchanan Sr

05/22Ward Coleman

05/04Ryan Kennedy

05/13Judy Buchanan

05/22Maggie Stewart

05/06Joyce Carney

05/13Bill Gilliam

05/23Ann Pepper

05/07Craig Taylor

05/13Emily Injeian

05/23Patrick Jenkins

05/07Paul Mysinger

05/13Lorelai House

05/25Richard Barry

05/08Joyce Lawhorn

05/14Margie Dotson

05/25Shelby Puckett

05/09Cora Jane Spiller

05/14Ernie Gouvas

05/26Taylor Hale

05/09Lynn Wirth

05/14Neil Taing

05/26Nuala Smith

05/10Daniel Puckett

05/14Catherine Colovos

05/28Gretchen Broderick

05/10Matt Sowell

05/15Leigh Harper

05/29Ruth Anne Bell

05/10Landon Sigler

05/15Lainey Pankey

05/29Alexandra Patterson

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at
www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese. You
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
TBA
Learn
Christian Formation
TBA
Grow
Congregational Development
TBA
Radiate
Fellowship
TBA
Radiate
Outreach
TBA
Radiate
Pastoral Care
TBA

