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Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
Wayne, a friend of mine back in Foley was always quick with a pun or a witty play on words. Most of
his work were #DadJokes and invoked eye rolls even from those of us who loved him the most, but
there are a few of his regular quips that I imagine I’ll remember forever. One that comes to mind here
in the waning days of December is “fun flies when you’re doing time.” It is obviously a play on the old
saying “time flies when you’re having fun,” but I think I almost prefer it. Rather than suggesting that
there is no fun in the passing of time, what I hear in Wayne flipping an old saying on its head is that if
we are living our lives well, fun will follow.
As I reflect on what has been three wonderful years I can say, without a doubt, that fun flies around
Christ Episcopal Church. The way in which our children enthusiastically report back what they learned
in Children’s Church brings me joy every time. Our staff works so well together, and even in the midst
of stressful weeks like this one, we find moment of humor and joy. Members who bring by treats for us
to munch on, both in the Christmas Season and beyond. Front desk volunteers who are always ready
with a smile. Folk who love a good party and find any excuse to get together. For these reasons and
many more, Christ Episcopal Church is a place that is filled with joy.

When C.S. Lewis said that joy is the serious of Heaven, he was looking toward a world beyond this one,
but if we are, as I often preach, meant to bring the Kingdom of God to earth as it is in heaven, then it is
our Christian duty to find the fun in everyday life and to share the joy with our friends and neighbors.
As I look ahead to what’s next in year four and beyond, my prayer is for more fun flying around this
place, more joy in everything we do, and more hope for a future built on God’s grand design. I look
forward to the work ahead of us and to doing more time working alongside the good people of Christ
Episcopal Church.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
As a detailed-oriented planner, I can easily get lost in the weeds, especially when there is a big
project. One big project that 2020 will hold for our parish is creating and developing Prayers from the
Porch. This past Spring, our Sacred Conversations group applied for a Diocese of Kentucky Mission
Grant, for which we were awarded $5,500 to develop a prayer book that engages the spiritual lives of
those that we have come to be in relationship with who are currently unhoused, or those who are on the
margins facing homelessness. This paired with an Outreach Grant from Christ Church of $1,500, will
give us room to work develop this project.
If you missed our forum in December where we talked about this project, we shared a bit about
why we thought to apply for this grant to begin with. In particular, the Diocese’s description about what
might meet the grant’s requirements caught our eye: “We need to spread the message about — and invite
others to share — in God’s grace and forgiveness. [The Diocese of Kentucky’s] mission context is
therefore the reality of the lives of people and communities in our area of Kentucky. What we do in
mission and ministry must respond to the real human needs and concerns of the people in our
communities." The Sacred Conversations group couldn’t read that and not think of our Cloister
Community.
We believe that in creating this prayer book resource, which will be given out in the relationships
and conversations that started on the porch, but continue still will consider where we have been, where
we are, and where we hope this ministry to go. We would like this project to not only engage the
spiritual lives of our unsheltered neighbors and to radiate God’s love to them, but also to shape and form
the members of our congregation as we deepen our work and ministry with the poor and the oppressed.
Not wanting to duplicate services offered in BG, we discerned that what is unique about who we are as
Christ Church is tied to how we pray, and we firmly believe that prayer can change things.
Over this next year, we will be working to gather resources and will need contributions from the
vast array of talents held within our congregation; we’ll be looking for folks to write prayers, make
drawings, capture stories, and help with editing and design. In your prayer for the coming year, I ask that
you add discernment around this project and how you might be able to contribute to your prayers. We
have a timeline laid out, with our goal of having a full and final draft by November 1, so work will begin
soon!
Here is a working outline for the Prayers from the Porch prayer book:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Written Prayers and Thanksgivings – Collect style prayers and thanksgivings.
Body Prayers/Lord’s Prayer – Prayer postures that engage the body.
Coloring Pages – For those who need a thing to do as they pray.
Way of Love (Photo Project) – A project of the EYC that will lean upon The Way of Love.
Stories – Keeping anonymity, we hope to recount stories of hope from those who have been there.
Prayer Types – Explorations into different types of prayer.
Prayer and Guided Journal Prompts – Prompts for spontaneous and self-lead prayer.
Blank Pages – For reflection, important information, or journaling.

We are very excited about this project and hope that you will join the Sacred Conversations group in its
development throughout 2020. Feel free to contact me with any questions about this project, the timeline,
or the ways in which you might be able to contribute at becca@cecbg.com.

Stewardship - From Ann Puckett
Stewardship is a topic that can be hard for some people to discuss but honestly the topic doesn’t bother
me. We have to talk about the importance of giving of our time, talents and financial resources as this
parish wouldn’t be the wonderful place it is today without many folks before us stepping up to build these
incredible facilities; develop programming to help feed our souls and to make this such a welcoming
place for all to enjoy.
Recently, my daughter, Shelby, and I had the honor of participating in the funeral held here for Sara
Carmichael. As I had some quiet time sitting in the church before the service began, I reflected on this
place and how special it has been in my life. I have had the good fortune of spending my entire life in
this parish and as I reflected on this, I realized that my times of greatest joy as well as sorrow were spent
in this sanctuary. My own baptism and confirmation, marriage, baptism and confirmation of my children
as well as funerals for my grandparents and father. This parish has been there for me and my family
every step of the way – in good times and in bad.
So, what does all of that have to do with stewardship? Have you ever heard the phrase “you get out of
something what you put into it” or “80% of the work is done by 20% of the group”? Well I have always
wanted to be part of the 20% because I have learned that you get so much more out of something if you
put all your effort into it. If you immerse yourself in this parish and give generously of your time, talents
AND your financial resources, you will receive back blessings tenfold. A few years ago, as we began to
conduct capital campaign after capital campaign in addition to the annual giving to the operating fund,
Troy and I decided to approach giving differently. We wouldn’t give out of what was left over but rather
we now reflect on the importance this place has in our lives and feel it is our responsibility to determine
what our pledge should be and then decide what is left over to cover our discretionary or “fun” expenses.
If we each thought long enough, we could find ways to “afford” pledging more. Anything is possible if
we just set our minds to it.
So my ask is that you don’t just take the pledge card you receive in the mail and pledge what you did last
year. Stop, reflect on what this place means to you and how much more we could share the love of God
in our community, and challenge yourself to “share the joy” and give more!

Vestry Nominations
The Vestry Nominating Committee is now accepting names to fill four three-year terms. To be eligible to
serve, you must be a confirmed communicant in good standing of Christ Church for at least one year and
willing to commit to faithful worship and working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of
God. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else, please contact Shelley Carter, Paula Lyons,
Sarah Loiars, or Gary Reimer.

Soft Worship Space
In keeping with our mission to “worship God with joy and wonder, Learn and grow together, and Radiate
God’s love to all,” Christ Church has adapted a “soft worship space” in Surface Hall where little ones can
crawl around on soft carpet entertained by plush toys and books while parents tune into the service via TV
monitor. While our church nursery, located in the front of the building, is still available for children under
the age of 5, some children prefer to stay with their parents during worship, but are not able to withstand
an entire service in the Nave.
Soft worship spaces, otherwise known as “praygrounds,” are trending around the world in an effort to
encourage young children to become comfortable in church in hopes that when they grow up they will
keep the weekly ritual. While some churches, from the US to Stockholm, are actually converting space
inside the Nave, we will accommodate our littlest ones just outside. Please introduce yourself to our
littlest members on your way in to worship!

January 5th: Circle: Epiphany Stations - 5pm-7pm: We will take part in several Prayer
Stations to help us regain focus on our walk of faith, just as the Magi did by following the star.
Dinner provided.
January 12th: The Way of Love (Turn) - 5pm-7pm: Ms. Jenny Morehead will join us to discuss
more about the Way of Love and how we can use photos to share our vision of each of the 7 ways.
We will have dinner together and enjoy a chance to learn more about photography as ministry.
Dinner provided.
January 19th: Game Night: 5pm-7pm: Join us for a fun evening of games and fellowship.
Dinner provided.
January 26th: Pop Theology - 5pm-7pm - We will listen to some current and popular music and
explore some themes and where we can find God in the midst of our daily lives. Dinner provided.
EYC Lounge
Please contact Karen Crabtree (karen@cecbg.com) for more information.

HELP Ministry
The Churches United In Christ Help Ministry is one of the oldest outreach
ministries of Christ Church. In partnership with the four other downtown
Christian churches, we attempt to assist families with their electric bill,
emergency prescriptions ,gasoline for an out of town doctor appointment, etc.
For the past several months, the NEED has far exceeded our resources to
help. In order to effectively sustain this ministry we need for members to step
up with a pledge of $10 or more per week. The Help Ministry at Christ
Church currently distributes about $1,000 per month to those in need using a
voucher system. We only help an individual once every 12 months.
Help Ministry is a beautiful way to help your own community and share
God’s love to friends and neighbors in need.

Wednesday Community Lunch Ministry
Wednesday Lunch Ministry would love help stocking the pantry.
They need white albacore tuna, cream of mushroom soup, canned
green beans, canned corn, and lemonade mix. The ministry is also
low on funds, so financial gifts are always welcomed!

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer will resume meeting in February
Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10)
Do you sometimes feel the noise of the world puts you on overload? Do
you ever seek a few quiet moments just to sit in silence so you can “hear”
what is really important? If so, then we may be the group for you. No
preparation is needed. Come as you are. All are welcome. To learn more,
please contact Sue Edwards (sumace2@gmail.com).

MEALS, INC
Christ Episcopal Church is responsible for Meals,Inc. once per quarter.
Anyone interested in helping with pickup of food, setup or delivery,
please contact Kathy Wise-Leonard.

English Country Dance
English Country Dance will meet on
January 19th at 2pm

English Country Dance is back at Christ
Church. Social dances from the 1700s (think
Jane Austen), to the present, in the English
Country Dance style. All dances are taught and prompted. No partner is necessary. All ages are
welcome and beginners are always encouraged. We meet the 3rd Sunday of each month in Surface Hall
from 2:00—3:30pm. There is no charge. Please wear non-marking, comfortable shoes. For more
information, please contact Jan Campbell (270-535-2258)

Daughters Of The King (DOK)
Saturday January 4th
8:30 AM
The Daughters will gather in the Chapel for prayer and fellowship.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ Church to join
us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month in the Conference Room
at 8:00am for fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, January 4th & 18th.

Second Thursday Lunch Bunch
Come join the Lunch Bunch at
the K and L Asian Restaurant
(1640 Scottsville Road #600) on
Thursday, January 9, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
This restaurant is in the location of the former Pho BC
Restaurant, serving some similar Vietnamese dishes as
well as Thai and Burmese cuisine. The staff are very
friendly and knowledgeable and communicate well
about the types of food that they serve.
If you have any questions feel free to contact
Ann Esterle at 270- 782-3342 or
Becky McCraney at 270-842-8279.

Conversations with Scripture
CONVERSATIONS WITH SCRIPTURE is currently studying
the Gospel of Luke. The class meets in Cates Lounge on
Sundays at 9AM and will be led by Miliska Knauft. Scholarly
based background information (inclusive of notes on culture and
geography) will be presented at each class session. Study
questions will be distributed each week to assist participants in
preparation for the discussions. All are welcome to attend.

Friends of Music Ministry
There are many ways you can help the Music Ministry at
Christ Church! We always appreciate your prayers!
If God has given you a musical gift please come
join us! Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays
at 7:30, or join us for special services such as Lenten
Evensong, the Great Vigil, and Easter.
Contact Ken Stein (Ken@cecbg.com) for rehearsal
times before those services.
You can be a Friend of Music by giving specifically to Friends of Music fund. This helps us
with instrumental musicians for our special services.
Other ways to help:
Sewing— upkeep of our choir robes used in services, and making costumes for special events.
Boar’s Head Festival (Madrigal Dinner) set-up, decoration and clean-up.

Pastoral Care Meal Ministry
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Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing that
we are cared for. A prepared and delivered meal is
one expression of love and caring that many of us
are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral Care
Committee would like to organize this effort so
that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

Healing Service
Wednesdays
12:00pm in the Nave

The Parish Register
Baptisms
Maya Isabelle Smith and Alexander Henry Smith were baptized on
December 29th, 2019. Maya and Alex are the twin children of Shannon
Smith and the grandchildren of Jenny Morehead. They are pictured
here with sister Jocelyn, cousins Zora and Langston, and their proud
grandmother.

Birthdays
01/01

Olivia Jefferson

01/09

Larry Hinton

01/17

Elizabeth Walton

01/01

Belinda Palmer

01/10

Christopher Ardrey

01/18

Les Dooley

01/02

Ken Dyrsen

01/11

Ray Buckberry Jr

01/18

Sarah Hightower

01/02

Judy Reimer

01/11

Becca Kello

01/19

Kimberly McAllister

01/02

Carroll Travelsted

01/12

Neill Caudill

01/22

Tom Meacham

01/03

Jane Coleman

01/12

Steve Pankey

01/22

Hampton Moore III

01/03

Laura Goodwin

01/13

Chip Gillock III

01/23

Jim Bohannon III

01/03

David McKillip

01/13

Lindsay Hinton

01/23

Grant Dunn

01/04

Mark Eastin III

01/13

Julia Kennedy

01/23

Grace Forbes

01/04

Braxton Talley

01/14

Ann Mitz Dooley

01/24

William Ardrey

01/06

Myers Caudill

01/14

Heather Hines

01/24

Georgie Tabor

01/06

Jim Dale

01/15

Mark Linder

01/25

John Hines

01/07

John Carter III

01/16

Kellie Mysinger

01/26

Clyde Joyce

01/07

Betty Young

01/17

Abby Lynch

01/27

Charlotte Garvin

01/08

Greg Vilines

01/17

Jackson Talley

01/30

Jeanie Adams-Smith

01/31

Amy Adams

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for
any communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our
weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly
newsletter are found under the Connect menu. You can also
check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler
under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at
www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to
the Diocese. You can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is
partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2019 Class
Shelley Carter
Laura Harper Lee
Sarah Loiars
Paula Lyons
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Shelley Carter, Senior Warden
Gary Reimer, Junior Warden
Paula Lyons, Clerk
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
Gail Brooks & Paula Lyons
Learn
Christian Formation
Sarah Loiars & Laura Harper Lee
Grow
Congregational Development
Shawn Rhodes & Adam Tabor
Radiate
Fellowship
Leonard Edwards & Gary Reimer
Radiate
Outreach
Shelley Carter & Justin Chaffin
Radiate
Pastoral Care
Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel

