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Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
Liturgy, it has been said, is the “work of the people.” Practically, what this means is that the services
of the Church aren’t wholly dependent upon the clergy, but it is the prayers of all of us combine that
affect the grace of God. For example, in the service of Holy Eucharist, it isn’t just what the priest says
at the altar that imparts the Holy Spirit upon the bread and wine making it Christ’s Body and Blood,
but the public work of all of us, in prayers said aloud and in the recesses of our own hearts. Over the
past seven months, we’ve pushed the limits of this understanding of liturgy to include not just those in
geographic proximity to one another, but also the many who have chosen to be spiritually close via
Facebook Live, YouTube, or channel 11.1; on a phone, tablet, or television screen; in Bowling Green,
St. Louis, Phoenix, London, and beyond.
The six of us (plus Linda Mitchell, who bounces in and out) who gather regularly in the nave for
Sunday worship have felt the power of your prayers. We have known your presence, even though all
we can focus our attention on is the aperture of a PTZ camera mounted some forty feet away. Still, we
miss you all. Preaching to a cavernous empty space is challenging. Offering praise to God through
music when I can hear how off key my own voice is, isn’t fun. Fasting from Holy Communion for so
long has left me hungry. I miss your non-verbal cues that announcement time needs to wrap up. I
miss your laughter. I miss hugs and handshakes and coffee and donuts.
Three weeks ago, on October 18th, we were able to hold our
first in-person service of any kind since March 8th. We were
set to begin on October 11th, but the remnants of Hurricane
Delta forced us to postpone. Ultimately, it didn’t rain that
Sunday, but it did the morning of the 18th. Still, 21 hearty
souls put on their jackets and stood under the covered porch
that wraps around the building from State Street to the
Library alley for the public work of worship. It was my
duty to begin that service as the Officiant. I began with the
opening sentences and then invited the community gathered
to the confession of their sins.
“Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you…”
I hadn’t heard more than maybe 7 voices say anything at the
same time in so very long. Hearing the People do the work
of worship was a balm to my soul. With cases continuing to
rise, flu season looming, and cold weather just around the corner, I know it probably isn’t sustainable
long term, but even these few weeks of hearing the sound of the People of God engaged in liturgy will
sustain me in the days to come.
Thank you for your work – whether it is at home, in the parking lot, online, or just reading the bulletin
at your kitchen table. Liturgy, worship, saying your prayers, whatever you call it, God’s grace is
working through it.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
There is a surprisingly great joy at being bad at something new. This is not a joy that I have
experienced my whole life. I have very vivid memories of having a bit of a breakdown in Kindergarten
when I wasn’t able to cut my craft project in a straight line or playing “Mary Had A Little Lamb” over
and over again on my clarinet because to progress to a more complex song would feel like a step back.
Any of you who have been or have parented perfectionistic children know the challenge of trying to
foster a celebratory attitude in the face of being bad at something new. I’ve come a long way in my
own perfectionistic tendencies and am proud when I’m able to walk away from things that aren’t
perfect, or when I pick up a new skill and I do not amazingly master it without ever having done this
before.
I experienced this two summers ago when I took a pottery class at the Bob Kirby Library
Branch. That first bowl I threw on the wheel was wonky and a mess. It was such a disaster of a piece
of pottery that to call it a bowl is incredibly generous. Inside of this ‘bowl’ I wrote in the wet clay:
“Always begin again.” and I will always treasure that ugly piece of pottery. Something happens in us
when we are willing to grow in ways that challenge us, and this is a lesson I’m trying to continually
take on in whatever way I can.
Like a lot of people, at the beginning of the
pandemic shut down, I took up baking; thanks to some
generous folks who shared their sourdough starter and
flour with me while doing a bit of Facetime tutorials, I
baked my first loaf of bread ever. It wasn’t perfect. I
made a mess in the kitchen, but found the whole process
invigorating; something about the tactile experience of
working with dough with the continual alarms on my
watch that reminded me that it was time to stretch and
fold the dough brought a steady rhythm to those early
days. There were bakes where my bread was essentially
a tunnel of over-proofed mess, and days where it was as
flat as a pancake. I learned a lot about details of caring
for my sourdough starter and best practices for my oven,
as well as how different flours function in baking.
But more than that, I learned how beautiful it can be to begin again. There is a particularly
beauty in learning and growing, in spectacularly failing and in slowly succeeding. In my Rule of Life, I
have incorporated space to create something new every week. There is much for me to learn about my
faith and my spirituality as I struggle to begin something new, because in our walks of faith, the truth
is that we are always beginning again. Every day provides a privilege to take on something new. A
new path, a new hobby, a new prayer practice, and it is always in the beginning again that we find and
are found by God. Away from our successes and the facades we wear, it is here with a mess of dough
or a poorly cut Kindergarten craft that we stand vulnerable to the truth that God does not love us for
our skill or what we contribute to society, but in part because when we create, we are stepping fully
into the ways in which the Creator has fearfully and wonderfully made us. May this month grant you
opportunities to create, fail, succeed, and share in all of God’s good gifts.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ Church to
join us in service to the church and to the community.
We will meet in Moore Hall, practicing social distancing. Please wear
a mask & bring a camp/lawn chair.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, November 1st & 15th.

Pastoral Care Meal Ministry
Most of us experience times in our lives when we need a little help or
would appreciate knowing that we are cared for. A prepared and
delivered meal is one expression of love and caring that many of us
are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral Care Committee would like to
organize this effort so that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as recovering from
surgery or when grieving.
If you would be interested in participating in this ministry or would like to know more, please contact
either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com) or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed above.
Kathy Leonard & Justin Chaffin are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also provide
additional information.

Daughters of the King
The Daughters of the King will next meet on Sunday, November 8th at
11AM via Zoom.
For more information contact the church office.
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The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg
We’d love it if you subscribed to our YouTube channel. You can do so by
clicking here or searching for CECBG on YouTube. Subscription doesn’t
cost anything, and helps us reach more people to Rdiate God’s Love to All!
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things
related to the Diocese. You can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered.
Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator
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is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey & Becca Kello
Learn
Christian Formation
Linda Mitchell & Adam Tabor
Grow
Congregational Development
Shawn Rhodes &Troy Puckett
Radiate
Fellowship
Gail Brooks, Leonard Edwards,
& Shanna Paul
Radiate
Outreach
Belinda Palmer & Bill Riedel
Radiate
Pastoral Care
Kathy Leonard & Justin Chaffin
Administration
Gary Reimer

