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Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
One of the unhealthier metaphors that gets
used in ministry circles is that of the plate
spinning circus act. It is unhealthy because it
assumes, erroneously, that only one key
person, usually the Rector or Senior Pastor, is
in charge of keeping it all from crashing to
the ground. I have to admit, however, that
sometimes, I even find myself using this
unhealthy, and unhelpful, metaphor. This is
especially true during this pandemic.
Because of our physical disconnection, it can
at times feel like each of us is in this all
alone, but the truth of the matter is that as
members of the Body of Christ, we are all
still connected, even as we are apart.
I’ve found this to be readily apparent in the month or so since the murder of George Floyd and the longoverdue societal upheaval that gushed forth in the wake of another obvious example of systemic racism and
police brutality. Many of you have reached out to ask, “What can we do?” That’s how change begins to
happen, not by one person or even a burdened group of people saying, “this isn’t right,” but rather, by
people with connections and the power to bend the moral arc of the universe toward justice demanding
change in themselves.
With that in mind, I spent an hour on Zoom with Ryan Dearbone, President of the Bowling Green-Warren
County NAACP, and our own Dr. Saundra Ardrey, looking for practical ways that we, as a predominantly
white, fairly affluent, and well-connected congregation can work toward change in our community. Rather
that once again expecting the Black Community to tell us the story of racism, I wondered how the White
Community might begin to come to terms with the reality that racism is a problem within our midst, that
only we have the power to change.
I’ve reached out to some of you, who in response to George Floyd’s death looked that the plate of racial
healing on the ground and asked how we can get it spinning again, with some practical suggestions that
came out of that meeting. There are simple things like exercising your right to vote and helping others to do
the same. Harder work comes when we begin to ask questions about community review boards for local
law enforcement or tolerance education in our public school systems. The first step in all of this is,
however, is educating ourselves. With that in mind, I’m looking forward to our virtual book study of TaNehisi Coates’ Between the World and Me, co-facilitated by Shelley Carter and Leslie Weigel beginning in
July. The books are hard to come by, so a digital copy is probably your best option. Kindle copies can be
purchased at https://smile.amazon.com/dp/0812993543 with a small donation going to our Living Waters
for the World ministry.
Thanks for helping to keep all the plates spinning. The Kingdom of God is near, and it gets closer as we all
work together to bring unity and peace to a world that desperately needs it.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
A common phrase that I encountered over the past few years has been, well, “I don’t need to tell
you how hard it can be.” I’ve heard some version of this in hospital rooms, in homes, and even in
grocery stores as folks share a difficult situation. Whether it is medical struggles, grief, or navigating
significant life disruptions, either my life’s vocation or my personal experience speaks to the power of
life’s difficulties, and how there’s hope that lies in and beyond pushing through. Often, though, this
recognition of my empathic understanding of terrible situations is paired with a dismissal of one’s own
pain. “I don’t need to tell you how hard it can be, and this isn’t really even that bad compared to what
you’ve been through.” And I always respond with something along the lines of the truth that nothing
ever good comes from comparing ourselves to others.
Life is very difficult to navigate. Our own health, faith, relationships, and stability are often
affected by a variety of factors, and this feels even more true in the middle of a global pandemic and a
national awakening to systemic racism and the traumatic effects of oppression on our black brothers and
sisters. Every day, every single one of us are experiencing deep joys and powerful grief, even if only on
the surface level. For so many, right now feels like an intense season of life, and if that is you, know that
you are not alone in this experience.
One of my favorite devotional books is Pond River Ocean Rain, a small book by Charles Latimore
Howard; in it he uses the imagery of water to describe our life and lives of faith in God. One of the
vignettes that I find most powerful is when he writes beautifully about season of life that feel like a
riptide. In these seasons, we feel pulled not by our intentions or our hopes, but by our circumstances and
surroundings, and to survive a riptide, it is said that one must swim diagonally. Howard writes:
There is hope in the diagonal. Different paths – away from the expected normal
route. So many swimmers in life’s rivers find themselves floating into dangerous
riptides and end up being pulled in. There is another way. There are other currents –
a Holy Current – that take us off the path most commonly taken. For those of us
who find ourselves in the midst of a riptide, we are called to swim diagonally.
Cut across the downward spiral. Do not swim back the way you came. Nor should
you continue to swim with the direction of the downward pull. Cut across it all
diagonally. Keep your eyes on the shore. Climb out and then get into the River of
Life. This River is also wild, yet there is a solid, faithful, steady Ground beneath it all.1
Swimming diagonally looks like sitting with my own worries and hopes, but not letting them take
up prime real estate in the prayers that I bring to God; swimming diagonally looks like taking slow walks
and remembering that God moves in this world, but sometimes healing is slow and hope abounds.
Swimming diagonally is praying for others and praying for grace when the riptide of despair and
overwhelm threaten to overtake us. It is remembering that we have been created for this moment and this
is the time to make the love of God known to all, even if we have to swim diagonally. It is remembering
that others have their own riptide seasons, and some have been forced to live in the riptide for most of
their life. To swim diagonally is to hold dear to our experiences of pain and joy, while also bearing
witness to others, all while never taking our eyes off of the shore of God’s grace. We cannot swim back
the way we came, but we must swim diagonally to the places we are called to go.

1

Howard, Charles Latimore. Pond River Ocean Rain: Finding Peace in the Storms of Life. Abingdon Press: Nashville. 2016. 54.

Vacation Bible School

For Your Prayers
During the month of June, a generous anonymous donation
was made to Christ Church in thanksgiving for the ministry
of Rick and Linda Mitchell during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Linda and Rick have given sacrificially of their
time and talent to make sure we are able to continue to
worship God with joy and wonder, even as we are forced to be apart.
For their generosity of spirit, we give thanks to God.

As our timeline for our Prayers from the Porch Grant extends further out than we had originally planned,
the Sacred Conversations group wanted to extend an invite for you to contribute to this prayer book. As a
reminder, the Prayers from the Porch Prayerbook will be a prayer book resource that is coming out of our
relationships with our neighbors who are experiencing homelessness; it will contain passages of scripture,
original collects, forms of praying with the body, coloring pages, and journal prompts. We have seen the
ways in which we are all far more alike than we are different, and this time has only highlighted that for
us. In your prayerful discernment, consider if contributing to this project is something to which you are
being called either now, or if you would like to join the Sacred Conversations group working on this in
the coming year. While we may not include all submitted prayers, we would love to see what the Spirit
is drawing out in you. We are open to a variety of prayers, but these could include, but aren't limited to,
prayers for navigating loneliness, being unable to attend celebrations, or concern for potential illness.
All submitted prayers must be original, approximately 3-6 lines, sent to Mother Becca at
becca@cecbg.com, and are due July 15th.

The Episcopal Youth Community is meeting Sundays at 7pm on Zoom for fellowship and
games. Join us by dowloading the Zoom app on your device and logging in!
Meeting ID: 912 4807 3737
Password: EYC

Church Office Availability
Our wonderful Parish Administrator, Vonda Garringer, would like to remind
the parish that the church office is still available, even though it is not
currently open to the public. Vonda is available to answer questions or assist
you Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm. Please don’t hesitate to call
in or stop by (maintaing proper distancing guidelines.)

Cloth Masks For Parishioners
Generous and talented parishioners have joined gifts to help produce cloth masks. These masks will
be required by the Commonwealth for use in public areas as of May 11th as we continue to work to
slow the spread of the novel coronavirus. Please check our Facebook page for updates on pick-up
times for masks. You may also contact Karen@cecbg.com with questions.

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ
Church to join us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month at 8:00am for
fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
We will meet in Moore Hall, practicing social distancing. Please wear a
mask.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, July 4th & 18th.

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing
that we are cared for. A prepared and delivered
meal is one expression of love and caring that
many of us are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral
Care Committee would like to organize this effort
so that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.
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Pastoral Care Meal Ministry

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

The Parish Register
Birthdays
07/01

Peg Coatney

07/10

Erin Massey

07/24

Stuart Brotherton

07/02

John Linden

07/11

Patrick Forbes

07/24

Alec Gouvas

07/02

Elizabeth Skillern

07/12

Chris Cecil

07/24

Zechariah Clayton

07/03

Janice Erbach

07/13

Judi Hughes

07/24

Hatcher Hale

07/03

Elizabeth Jefferson

07/13

Paula Lyons

07/25

Jocelyn Smith

07/06

Rachael Palmer

07/15

Mary Lynn Griffin

07/26

Aubin Jefferson

07/07

Joe Steele

07/15

Leigh Constans Pierce 07/26

Ali Greenwell

07/07

Kristen Lyons

07/15

Anne Nuckols

07/27

Mark Esterle

07/08

Kelly Burch

07/15

Robert Cobb Jr.

07/28

Paul Young

07/08

Kate Cline

07/16

Todd Kirby

07/29

J. Marshall Hughes

07/08

Leah Olmsted

07/16

Janet Grider

07/29

J. T. Gillock

07/09

Leonard Edwards

07/21

Sara Carmichael

07/29

Elizabeth Carter

07/09

Mikey Crabtree Jr

07/22

Jeff Joyce

07/30

Alison Grow

07/10

Melinda Grimsley

07/24

Janice Vokurka

07/31

Richard Stone

07/24

Cassie Pankey

07/31

Karma Cline

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese. You
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
TBA
Learn
Christian Formation
TBA
Grow
Congregational Development
TBA
Radiate
Fellowship
TBA
Radiate
Outreach
TBA
Radiate
Pastoral Care
TBA

