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JUNE 2020
Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
On March 16th, the staff of Christ Church had its last in-person meeting in the Conference Room.
On the big white board was a makeshift calendar, stretching from March 16 through June 28. 105 days
of uncertainty stood before us. As we talked, we wondered how far into the future we should really
look? At that point, nobody knew what was coming down the road. We certainly didn’t want to think
that we’d still be in Church at Home as the calendar turned to June. Yet, here we are.
For the last twelve weeks, we have done our best to provide the means for all of our parishioners
to engage in the worship of Almighty God with joy and wonder. For many of you, that has taken place
on Facebook Live. Worshiping from your homes, alongside your clergy and music ministers in the
Nave, being able to see who has logged on with you, we’ve heard from so many of y’all that it feels like
we are still connected to one another, even as we worship from home.
We are keenly aware, however, that
how we are engaging in that worship is
very different from what we are used to.
For the first time since the Howard
Surface days, with the exception of
services of Spiritual Communion on Easter
and Pentecost, Christ Church has been a
Morning Prayer parish. As we transition
to the long season after Pentecost and
begin to think about the ways in which we
might worship God when we are able to
add in-person worship to our online
offering, we will make a shift away from
Morning Prayer to a portion of the rite for
Holy Eucharist commonly called AnteCommunion, not Anti-Communion, Ante – that is, all that comes before communion.
Our service each week will begin with the Penitential Order, an opportunity to confess our sins
and receive assurance of God’s forgiveness. This will feel familiar as it is our usual pattern for the
Season of Lent. Following that, the service will feel pretty normal. Those things that many of us
treasure such as the Prayers of the People, the reaffirmation of our faith with the Nicene Creed, a
priestly blessing, and the dismissal into the world in the loving service will return.
There are many steps that we as a community will need to take as we slowly begin to
reincorporate in-person gathering into our online worship, while making sure the safety of our
community is a priority as we join our prayers together. This transition is a step toward that, and it will
allow us to move toward things that are usually a part of our Sunday time together. While we are all
anxious to be back together and to partake in communion, this shift will be part of our in-between phase
until Bishop White has rescinded his pastoral directive to suspend in-person gatherings and it is safe to
gather once again. Until that time, we are grateful to be able to gather as a community of Christ’s
servants online. You remain in prayers.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
The intimacy and importance of prayer is one that every Christian can quite easily assert. There
are prayers that we know so deeply they are ingrained upon our hearts and minds, and there are ones
that perhaps we tried, but it never quite fit. The breadth of different types of prayers is a gift of our
shared faith. One of the hardest things about the abundance of ways in which we can draw ourselves to
the presence of God is what do we do when a beloved way stops working. When I realize that the
centering prayer app on my phone hasn’t been open this whole pandemic season, I begin to worry.
When my much-loved prayer beads, worn smooth by each cycle of prayer, lay untouched, I begin to
worry that I just don’t have it in me to pray in the middle of all that we are going through right now.
But then I remember the breadth of prayer that is available to all who desire to be in relationship
with God. And then I remember that for a long period of my life, my prayer found its greatest depth in
a small leather journal that went with me everywhere. And I remember that I find the visceral
experience of hiking to be way in which I can easily bring the things that I’m holding in my prayer to
the throne of our Lord. So, I pick up my journal and I head out to Mammoth Cave with my pups and I
pray. With each line of black-inked cursive I bring to God all that I am anxious about; with each step
that leads me deftly over old gnarly roots, I ask for God’s help in things that I cannot even bare to
name.
Despite the fact that I haven’t sat in the quietness and stillness of contemplative prayer or found
the peace of the repetitive nature of praying the rosary during this chaotic time, it has been a gift to
rediscover ways in which I used to often pray. It doesn’t take much fallow time for one to begin to
think that prayer is just outside of our grasp, that it is something reserved for those who are more
dedicated or faithful or less weighed down. Hear me when I say that prayer is never outside of one’s
reach, because, at its core, prayer is simply about relationship with God and this is something that is
continually available, no matter how big your doubts or your worry or your frustration.
Even if we have to walk away from some forms of prayer that have served us so well
throughout our years, prayer is never beyond our reach. In this season, this has looked like my prayer
beads collecting dust, but still knowing that my prayers rise like the dew in the morning. Perhaps I’m
not alone in the difficulty of prayer during this season of our common life, and my prayer is that when
we struggle to find a groove in our prayer life that we can return to the simple truth that prayer is
always available to us. A famous prayer of Thomas Merton’s, found in Thoughts in Solitude, has been
at the forefront of my mind lately. Particularly the last line, “you will never leave me to face my perils
alone.” May God’s peace and grace be with you.

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I
cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I
think that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I
believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire
in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I
know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I may know nothing about
it. Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of
death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my
perils alone.

Vacation Bible School

Congratulations to our Graduates
Hannah Elizabeth Burt, the daughter of Beth Sigler & Chris Sigler and
Andy Burt & Julee Burt, graduates from Bowling Green High School May
24, 2020. She is a member of National Honor Society and president of Beta
Club. She is a member of the speech and debate club as well as a leader on
her student council, KYA and her choirs Acapella and Bellissima. Hannah
will be attending Centre college in the fall where she will major in PreLaw. She is a dramatic arts scholarship recipient and Centre award recipient.

Grace Minna Forbes, the daughter of Lukas & Elizabeth (Izzy) Forbes and
older sister to Patrick, graduated magna cum laude on May 17, 2020 from
Bowling Green High School. Grace had an action packed high school
experience where she was a member of academic all-state, student congress,
beta club, National Honors Society, and the Student Government
Association. She was on the prom committee, spirit club and was elected to
the 2019 football homecoming court. Grace participated on the BGHS tennis
team grades 7 through 10. She has spent the last two years gainfully
employed at The Paint n’ Place, when not in school or babysitting. Grace
will miss her friends and teachers at Bowling Green High School but is
looking forward to a bright future at the University of Kentucky, where she
plans to major in Political Science.

Nathan Xavier Trawick, the son of Michelle & Mark Trawick, graduated
from Bowling Green High School on May 24, 2020. Nathan played varsity
football for 4 years and lettered his sophomore, junior, and senior seasons.
He is an avid body builder and is very focused on personal fitness which is
why he will major in Exercise Science at the University of Kentucky this
fall.

Garrison Kennedy & Ryan Kennedy, sons of Mary and Mike Kennedy, have completed with honors
degrees in Aerospace Engineering from The University of Alabama.
Blair Lindsay Gatland, daughter of Nicole Harrison &Robert Gatland, granddaughter to Bob & Marti
Harrison, received her B.S. in Engineering with a Specialization in Industrial Engineering and a Minor in
Business Administration, Summa cum Laude, from Mercer University in Macon, Georgia.

As our timeline for our Prayers from the Porch Grant extends further out than we had originally planned,
the Sacred Conversations group wanted to extend an invite for you to contribute to this prayer book. As a
reminder, the Prayers from the Porch Prayerbook will be a prayer book resource that is coming out of our
relationships with our neighbors who are experiencing homelessness; it will contain passages of scripture,
original collects, forms of praying with the body, coloring pages, and journal prompts. We have seen the
ways in which we are all far more alike than we are different, and this time has only highlighted that for
us. In your prayerful discernment, consider if contributing to this project is something to which you are
being called either now, or if you would like to join the Sacred Conversations group working on this in
the coming year. While we may not include all submitted prayers, we would love to see what the Spirit
is drawing out in you. We are open to a variety of prayers, but these could include, but aren't limited to,
prayers for navigating loneliness, being unable to attend celebrations, or concern for potential illness.
All submitted prayers must be original, approximately 3-6 lines, sent to Mother Becca at
becca@cecbg.com, and are due July 15th.

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ
Church to join us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month at 8:00am for
fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
We are using the Zoom Teleconference App to meet during thie period
of physical distancing.
Meeting ID: 919 0564 1973
Password: 330448
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, June 6th & 20th.

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing
that we are cared for. A prepared and delivered
meal is one expression of love and caring that
many of us are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral
Care Committee would like to organize this effort
so that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.
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Pastoral Care Meal Ministry

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

The Episcopal Youth Community is meeting Thursday at 7pm on Zoom for fellowship and
games. Join us by dowloading the Zoom app on your device and logging in!
Meeting ID: 912 4807 3737
Password: EYC

Church Office Availability
Our wonderful Parish Administrator, Vonda Garringer, would like to remind
the parish that the church office is still available, even though it is not
currently open to the public. Vonda is available to answer questions or assist
you Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm. Please don’t hesitate to call
in or stop by (maintaing proper distancing guidelines.)

Cloth Masks For Parishioners
Generous and talented parishioners have joined gifts
to help produce cloth masks. These masks will be
required by the Commonwealth for use in public
areas as of May 11th as we continue to work to slow
the spread of the novel coronavirus. Please check
our Facebook page for updates on pick-up times for
masks. You may also contact Karen@cecbg.com
with questions.

The Parish Register
Birthdays
06/02

Mark Trawick

06/11

Andrew Joyce

06/22

Bruce Powell

06/03

Pitt Derryberry

06/11

Phoenix House

06/22

Ada Skillern

06/03

Guen Petty

06/13

Helen Siewers

06/23

Donna Bussey

06/04

Barbara Ford

06/13

Tara Pattee

06/23

Aidan McAllister

06/04

Brody Hale

06/14J

oyce Hart

06/24

Debbie Shoulders

06/04

Merritt Hale

06/14

Virginia Neill Caudill

06/24

Jessica Adams

06/05

Sara Stevens

06/15

Russell Jefferson II

06/24

Oakley Curry

06/06

Troy Puckett Jr

06/16

Belva Tucker

06/24

Reagan Curry

06/07

Melinda Riedel

06/16

Kevin Brooks

06/25

Pete Dotson III

06/08

Tere-sea White

06/16

Elaine Vilines

06/25

Casey Travelsted

06/09

Gretchen Niva

06/17

Barbara Keith

06/27

Susan Gaines

06/09

Troy Puckett Sr

06/17

David Cole

06/27

Digby Palmer Jr.

06/10

Fred Siewers

06/17

Sharon Dyrsen

06/27

Devan Parker

06/10

Clinton Pillow

06/17

Deb Stein

06/28

Carly Shoulders

06/11

Charles Bussey

06/17

Ryder Travelsted

06/29

Chris Hunnewell

06/11

Sheila Griffin

06/19

Miles Buchanon

06/29

Brooks Mills

06/30

Nancy Minix

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese. You
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
TBA
Learn
Christian Formation
TBA
Grow
Congregational Development
TBA
Radiate
Fellowship
TBA
Radiate
Outreach
TBA
Radiate
Pastoral Care
TBA

