
March 31, 2020

Dear friends,

I saw a post on Facebook recently that said, “In case you aren’t sure, today is March 97th.”  I’m 
guessing most of us can understand that sentiment.  As the calendar page turns to April, and with 
the realization that we’re in this for the long-haul, I wanted to update you on a few things.

First, as has been mentioned, Bishop White issued a Pastoral Directive on March 20th that suspended 
all “in-person worship, parish meetings, studies, and gatherings of any kind until further notice.”  He 
went on to say that we should be prepared for this suspension to last through the end of May.  As 
such, we are preparing for Church at Home to continue for the next two months. In this packet is a 
copy of the bulletins for all services in the month of April.  Copies will be emailed as well.  Please 
watch for new opportunities to engage with one another online in the days to come.

Second, with the President extending the nationwide social distancing recommendations through the 
month of April, the office will remain closed to the public all month.  Vonda continues to be 
present to receive mail, pay bills, and answer questions you might have.  Mother Becca and I are also 
available via cell phone, text, and email to answer questions or provide pastoral care.  The rest of the 
staff is also available to you.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Due to the nature of our volunteer pool, all of our outreach ministries, except for Churches United 
in Christ HELP ministry have been suspended.  We are, however, working with HOTEL INC, the 
Salvation Army, and other non-profit and civic organizations to make sure our most vulnerable 
neighbors are cared for during this crisis.  If you are out on a drive in the near future, you might 
notice a handwashing station in our parking lot, provided by Christ Church, Hope House, and 
HOTEL, INC to offer sanitation services for our neighbors experiencing homelessness.

Finally, we know that these are stressful times for everyone, and that many of us are experiencing 
significant decreases in our household incomes.  If you are impacted by this crisis financially, we 
understand that your giving to the church will necessarily decrease. Please don’t let that be a source 
of stress for you.  While we have worked hard to decrease our expenses, our staff continues to work 
hard and certain fixed costs still need to be paid.  If you are able to continue to give for the mission 
and ministry of Christ Church, donations can be made online at cecbg.com/secure-giving or 
through the mail.

You remain in my prayers, and I look forward to seeing you face-to-face one day soon.

Grace and Peace,


