
Dear Friends, 
 
If at the end of last month it was March 97th, by now it must feel like five years have gone by since 
we began this time of physical distancing, following the Governor’s Healthy at Home order and our 
Bishop’s Pastoral Directive.  I’m sure that all of us are ready for some normalcy, personal 
connection, and a haircut, and yet we know that the work of physical distancing is working to flatten 
the curve and that flattening the curve means the peak moves further and further out toward the 
horizon.  I know, for myself, that once Easter Day came and went, it became increasingly difficult to 
find things to look forward to. 
 
In the midst of all this, I’ve also come to realize just how Pollyanna I was to believe that one day, 
we’ll all just flip a switch and life will be 100% the way it was.  I laugh now at my naiveté to think 
that our first Sunday of in-person worship would mean 400 people in the Nave with all the trappings 
of a joyful Easter celebration.  As I read the White House’s three-phased approach to re-opening the 
economy, I began to realize that the switch is more a dimmer knob, and that we’ll have to adjust it, 
back and forth, many times before we find our way back into something resembling the brightness 
of noonday. 
 
I spent a lot of time thinking, praying, reading, texting, and talking about what it might look like to 
re-open Christ Church to in-person worship, and I’m thankful for the ongoing reminder that none 
of us has to do this alone and that we are all in this together.  As a staff, we’re working in small 
groups to think of the particularities of each ministry area, from a physically distance choir to space 
needs in the nursery; from EYC events to our continued online presence.  Our vestry has been 
pondering how best to use our strong financial position to make positive impacts in our community 
through partnerships with local non-profit agencies. 
 
On last week’s Diocesan Clergy Zoom meeting, Bishop White and Canon Amy shared that these 
conversations are also happening at the diocesan and church-wide levels.  The Presiding Bishop has 
put together a team of theologians and liturgists to help think through the ramifications of long-term 
physical distancing on our sacramental life. Taking the White House’s phased re-opening approach 
and applying it to the many and varied contexts of Episcopal congregations, a phased re-opening 
plan for congregations also seems to be in the work, with special attention to such questions as 
“What if a clergy person is in an ‘at risk’ category?” “How do we use our space effectively in an era 
of physical distancing?”  As well as considerations for things like temperature checks, quarantine 
sites, and the acknowledgement of power dynamics when a priest asks for something that a 
parishioner might not be comfortable doing, even if they feel the need to say yes. 
 
As you can see, there are many things to consider as we work our way toward a new normal.  Please, 
continue to pray for the sick, for front-line medical workers, and essential employees.  We mourn 
those who have died.  We pray fervently for effective treatment plans and a vaccine to be found 
sooner rather than later.  May God continue to be present to you and bless you in these long days of 
physical isolation. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

  


